
Governor Healey Visits Randolph Public Schools

To Celebrate Literacy Success!

Randolph, MA– February 7, 2024 – OnMonday, February 5, 2024,
Governor Healey, Lt. Governor Drisco�, Secretary of Education Tutwiler, and
Commissioner Riley visited the Martin E. Young Elementary School (Young
School) to celebrate strong literacy practices in action in Randolph Public
Schools. A�er co�ecting some worrisome literacy data four years ago, Randolph
educators created a Literacy Action Plan commi�ing to a strong vision, goals
and action steps a� focused towards one end, our ultimate goal: 80% or more of
our students reading at or above benchmark by June of 2027.

The fo�owing are the high leverage actions steps that have contributed to our
early success:

● Leaning into learning from experts in the field including Dr. Chris Parker
at Ideal Consulting and HILL for Literacy - increasing our knowledge and
ski�s in foundational science-based literacy instruction and building key,
internal data, assessment, and progress monitoring systems.

● Selecting a variety of high quality instructional materials that are
designed with researched based practices AND that match priorities and
needs specific to OUR district, OUR data, and OUR students.



● Engaging in DESE sponsored grants, academies, networks, institutes, and
programs deepening our work and establishing key partnerships with
One8, Springboard Co�aborative, and Ignite Reading to name a few.

I am proud to share that in year 2 of our Literacy Action Plan, we are on target
to meet a� of our goals!

The Healey-Drisco� Team, along with many state and local leaders, observed
strong instruction at the Young School and gathered to celebrate their new
initiative, Literacy Launch: Reading Success from Age 3 through Grade 3. This
new multi-year strategy aims to improve early literacy education by expanding
access to high-quality, evidence-based reading instruction for students across
Massachuse�s. Governor Healey has recommended $30 mi�ion in her fiscal
year 2025 (FY25) budget for the first year of Literacy Launch, on top of $5
mi�ion in continuing early literacy programming from the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE).

“Every student in Massachuse�s needs to be able to read and read we� – and
we’re going to give them the tools to do just that with Literacy Launch,” said
Governor Maura Healey. “The districts that have the right materials and
methods – including districts like Randolph that partner with DESE – are
ge�ing results. We want to bring the effective strategies we saw here today at
the Young School to students, classrooms, and schools across the state.”

Randolph Public Schools is a strong example of a district partnering with the
state to improve literacy instruction. The district used a $200,000 Accelerating
Literacy with High Quality Instructional Materials grant from DESE in order to
purchase the highly rated EL Education curriculum, which they now use. They
also partner with DESE to provide intensive literacy tutoring to students, and
participate in DESE’s Dyslexia Institute, which provides Massachuse�s
educators with best practices on early literacy screening, identification, and
specialized interventions for students with dyslexia. Randolph Public Schools
also participates in DESE’s GLEAM (Growing Literacy Equity Across
Massachuse�s) grant for pre-k and has been awarded $228,500 since 2020 to
improve literacy curriculum learning in preschool classrooms.



“It is so important that every student in every community has access to
high-quality, evidence-based reading material,” said Randolph TownManager
Brian Howard. “With the support of DESE, Randolph has been able to improve
our curriculum and provide literacy tutoring. We’re excited to see the
administration expanding this critical support to districts across the state.”

“We are thri�ed that Governor Healey and Secretary Tutwiler could visit
Randolph Public Schools and see our incredible literacy work in action. We’ve
been proud to partner with DESE on improved evidence-based literacy
supports, and we’re excited to see the Healey-Drisco� administration propose
increasing access to those effective programs to many other districts,” said
Superintendent of Randolph Public Schools Thea R. Stove�.

See the fu� program HERE.

Teaching & Learning

Humanities Department

Unlocking the Power of Literacy: Elementary Reading Specialists and Inclusion
Teachers Dive into Foundational Reading Professional Development

In the landscape of foundational literacy education, equipping teachers with the
tools and strategies to foster literacy ski�s among students is paramount. At a
recent foundational reading professional development session, targeted
towards reading specialists and inclusion/SPED teachers, elementary
educators from across the district deepened their content knowledge of
decoding strategies for targeted students in grades 3 - 5. The session kicked off
with an overview of decoding needs and structure for those grade level students
using the foundational ski�s lesson plan —template from Hi� for Literacy. From
there, teachers immersed themselves in the pedagogical and science-based
lesson plan.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6sZ0eVQQgPs


Math Department
For the month of January, the four elementary schools participated in the ST
MathWinterWaddle Cha�enge. Staff and students focused on the number of
puzzles solved in STMath each week. The goal for grades K and 1 was 40
puzzles each week and the goal for grades 2 - 5 was 60 puzzles each week.
Schools had competitions, celebrations, and a HUGE increase in the number of
puzzles that were completed. Congratulations to a� of our students for
continuing to problem solve on STMath Puzzles!



Science, Technology, & Engineering Department
The JFK School hosted Channel 5 meteorologists who spoke with students
about predicting the weather!

RCMS hosted 10 Massachuse�s middle schools! Teams from these schools spent
the day visiting classrooms and learning from RCMS admin, staff, and students
about applied learning and its impacts on student achievement!



Construction is underway in RHS on the new innovative engineering lab! The
lab is scheduled for completion for the opening of the school year 24/25.

School Update
Donovan Elementary School (Donovan School)

Our students were recognized for their academic exce�ence, perseverance,
growth, artistry, sportsmanship, and positive behavior at our semi-annual
awards ceremonies. We were thri�ed to celebrate our students with their
families!



Our students participating in the band continue to be hard at work mastering
their instruments! Did you know research shows that playing an instrument
leads to higher levels of academic achievement and school success?



First graders spent time using informational text to research birds!

JiJi and Donovan continue to surprise and celebrate our students who are
persevering through STMath puzzles!



We are so fortunate to have so many talented artists sharing their creativity at
Donovan!



Many, many “thanks” to Elizabeth LaRosee and SamanthaWestgate from the
Turner Free Library, and Coleen Burgess and James Burgess, for bringing the
Read-A-Thon Kick Off to Donovan Elementary School! A� students in every
grade level had the opportunity to receive their very own library card, hear
about the library and available events, and learn how they can participate in the
library’s Bingo or Scavenger Hunt in February! We love our community!

We are excited for our Donovan “Show Your Love” event on Valentine’s Day and
can’t wait for the PTO Sponsored Trivia Night in March! So many things to
look forward to!

John F. Kennedy School (Kennedy School)

Community Partnerships
STAJEZ Dance
We are happy to announce that we wi� again be partnering with the Stajez
Dance Company. Students in grades 2 to 5 wi� have the opportunity to learn
Jazz, African, and/or Hip Hop. We are excited to continue this partnership.

Fire Truck Visit PreK and Rise Program
The Randolph Fire Department provided the PreK and RISE program an
opportunity to explore the engine, which supports the Frog Street curriculum.



We send a big thank you to Cheri Pa�en for organizing the event, and to a� the
Firefighters for making this event possible.

Turner Free Library Tree Decorating Contest
Wewant to thank Ms. Richard for decorating the JFK School tree at the library.
She did a great job!



Student Empower Hour
In December, we hosted an Empowerment Hour through the End Child
Molestation, Inc. The focus of Empowerment Hour was on student affirmations,
self-care, and anti-bu�ying. The organization also provided lunch from LaScala
for our staff. We want to say thank you to Ms. Shne� Swain for partnering with
the JFK School!

Celebrations of Learning
Our 4th grade classes hosted A Poetry Presentation, a�owing students to share
their poems with the JFK School community. Students worked very hard
writing poems about topics and/or people who inspired them.





2nd Grade hosted a celebration of learning. They presented a song, readers'
theater, and shared the books they wrote. The students did an exce�ent job!

1st Grade hosted a First Grade Showcase. The first-grade students created their
own magnificent thing!



Singalong Performance
In December, Mr. Twiraga hosted the annual sing-along. Students enjoyed
singing holiday songs.



Lyons Elementary School (Lyons School)

Math
Inspired by STMath, we have created mini-lessons for students to build
conceptual understanding of their puzzles. Students are showing mastery by
continuing to meet our weekly STMath goals!

Literature Presentations
Ms. A's reading group completed their novel study for the book, Planet Omar,
and presented a plot and vocabulary lesson for the 3rd grade.



I Have A Dream Project
Students learned about Dr. Martin Luther King Jr's legacy this week. They
were inspired to think of their own dream for making the world a be�er place.

Student-run Book Clubs
Students are taking on a new cha�enge this month and co�aborating to read,
write, and discuss a chapter book at their reading center. We are reading The
Magic Treehouse: Dinosaurs Before Dark that has a great connection to our EL
Fossil unit.



Young Elementary School (Young School)
January was a busy and productive month for us! We had data meetings to
assess how students are progressing. Our School Site Council met to review the
data. We are happily on track to meet our literacy and math goals for this school
year. Our students and staff are working so hard every day!

OnMonday, February 5th, we had a huge honor to host the Governor, Lt.
Governor, Secretary of Education, the Commissioners of Early Childhood and K
- 12 as we� as many other State and Town officials. Our students and staff shone!
Guests observed literacy, had a read aloud, and met our House Leaders. It was
so great to be part of this recognition for RPS.

Below are some pictures of life at the Young School.
Creative juices are flowing in art!



Grade 2 are now paleontologist experts! They zoomed with a professor and
ended their module with a Jurassic showcase that was FANTASTIC!



Randolph Community Middle School (RCMS)

Report cards were issued on February 5th. Congratulations to the 54 students
who achieved High Honors and to the 103 students who achieved Honors. We
are so proud of their hard work!

RCMS chorus and band students were excited to host the RHS music students
for Step Up Day. January 17th was a day of practice, mentoring, and
co�aboration.🎶

Congratulations to the Samsung Solve for Tomorrow Team who, as a State
Finalist, won a $2,500 Samsung tech prize package for RCMS.Way to go!!!

Ms. Milstein's grade 7 Computer class participated in the fa� APB Cha�enge
and wi� be receiving a 3D printer scraper. Nice work!!!

The One8 Foundation brought 30 administrators from across Massachuse�s to
observe Applied Learning in action at RCMS on January 26th. They toured
classrooms, asked questions during a panel discussion with teachers and
administrators, and viewed a Student Showcase. Student participants included
Ms. Mroz-Gondre’s grade 6 science, Ms. Harrison’s grade 6 ELA, Ms. Forbes



Virtual Lab, Ms. Cardi�o’s grade 8 Solve for Tomorrow Team, Mr. R-C’s grade 7
Social Studies class, andMr. McCloud’s Civic Action Project.

Here’s some of the feedback we heard from our visitors:
“Loved the common language across disciplines/ high expectations.”
“It was amazing to see the possibilities of what we could do with our

teachers.”
“Great to see another school and how it operates. Wonderful feeling of
engagement in this school.”

🏀🏀🏀
February 8th was the final basketba� game of the season versus Stoughton. The
girls finished with a 10 and 2 record and the boys finished with an 11 and 2
record.

Congratulations on a very successful season.🏀

Ms. Damon made posters to celebrate our 8th graders.



Speaking to the character and sportsmanship of the boys team, here is an email
from the parent of an opposing player:

We could not be prouder of these young men!

Randolph High School (RHS)
Come Visit RHS
We are inviting middle school family members to visit RHS, tour the school and
ask questions. School visits are a great way to explore our classrooms, meet
dedicated staff, and get a feel for our vibrant school community.

March 1st

March 5th

If interested, please email duhamele@randolph.k12.ma.us or ca� the school at
781-961-6220.

More information wi� be sent to RCMS families.



Welcome our new Athletics Director!
 
Please join us in extending congratulations to Mr. JonMarsha�. He is being hired as
the new Athletics Director and wi� be in charge of athletics at both RHS and RCMS,
replacing Tony Price who was the Director for 13 years.
 
CoachMarsha� is no stranger to RPS. He has been a History teacher and Head
Footba� Coach at RHS for over 6 years. He has previous teaching and athletics
experience as we� as experience in the military. A�er a hiring commi�ee went
through a thorough interview process, Coach Marsha� rose to the top as the best
candidate for the job. We feel he has the vision, passion, and tenacity for the job.
Coach Marsha� is very we� known for his mantra of “winners do more.” We are
excited to have him join us in this new capacity and spread this mantra across the
program.

Feel free to reach out to Mr. Marsha� at marsha�jo@randolph.k12.ma.us to
congratulate him or if you have thoughts to share.



Congratulations to OurMassachuse�s A� StateWinner -
Christopher Cavino!
A heartfelt congratulations to Christopher Cavino, Class of 2024, who was
named to the Massachuse�s A� State Team, meaning he was recognized as one
of the best players in the entire state for our division! Chris was a captain who
led our team in tackles and pancakes (blocks). Chris emulates leadership
qualities off the field as we�, participating in RHS’ Peer Leaders program and is
an active member of our First Responders program. This marks the 3rd
consecutive year we have had a player named to the A�-State Team! Congrats
Chris.



Last month we shared about several of our a�er school clubs and other
programs. Below is information on a few more of our extracurricular activities.
We know that students wi� feel a stronger connection to school when they
participate in extracurricular activities so we have tried to provide as many
options as possible this year.
 
Gaming Club
Led byMr. Schreck (Math Teacher) andMr. Maggio (Inclusion Teacher)
 
The RHS Gaming Club is a community of students who enjoy playing
cooperative and competitive games. The Gaming Club is open to a� and meets
every other Monday. So far, the Gaming Club has played a variety of computer
and Nintendo Switch games, including Speed Runners, Sonic and A�-Stars
Racing Transformed, Injustice, and Super Smash Bros Ultimate.

In our next meeting, the gamers wi� be playing a tabletop role playing game,
with future meetings including board games and card games.
 Some members of the Game Club also participate in an eSports team
competing in the Massachuse�s MSAA league for Super Smash Bros Ultimate.
The season starts the final week in February, and the team is looking to improve
on last year by making it to the playoffs this year.



Crochet Club
Led byMrs. Theriault (English Teacher)
Welcome to the first ever Crochet Club at RHS! Crochet and other yarn arts
have come back in a big way and we are very happy to see the large number of
members that we have! Currently we are working on pre-orders for crochet
tulips and roses for Valentine's Day! Our large, culminating project for the year
is to create a club blanket made up of granny squares from every member of the
club. Every year there wi� be a "class blanket" which wi� serve as a memento for
each year. It is open to a� students, we meet every Monday in Mrs. Theriault's
class, room 111. Please see Mrs. Theriault about joining!

Asian Culture Club
Led byMrs. Theriault (English Teacher)
Asian Culture Club aims to celebrate, educate, and unite our student body and
community through sharing Asian culture! We host various events throughout
the year including Movie Night, a Vo�eyba� Tournament, Lunar New Year
celebrations, and more. It is open to a� students, we meet every Tuesday in
Mrs. Theriault's class, room 111. Please see Tanya Le, club president or Mrs.
Theriault about joining!



Math Club
Led byMr. Burke (Math Teacher)
The 2023-24 RHSMath Team competed once a month against five local area
schools – Braintree, ArchbishopWi�iams, Quincy, Stoughton, and Abington.
In the January Competition, Randolph beat Stoughton, ArchbishopWi�iams,
and Abington. Key contributors to the victory were seniors McKenshel
Cameau, Andrew Nguyen, and junior AnDinh Tran.
 
The RHSMath Team is looking to recruit freshmen and sophomores for the
2024-25 season. The problems used in the competition are not only cha�enging
but have a different look to them in comparison to SAT or ACT problems.
Anyone interested in joining the RHSMath Team can see Mr. Burke in room



218. The Math Team practices problems year round even though the season
ends in February. Problems are posted in Google Classroom so that they can be
easily accessed at any time and from any location.





Community Update on the New Elementary School



Special Education and Student Services

DESSA screenings wi� occur at the end of this month into early March. The
screening occurs twice a year and helps to proactively identify students who
are in need of additional social emotional support, rather than relying on
negative student behavioral indicators. The results from the screening a�ows
school staff to review the data and provide support to students in need of it to
lead to the prevention of suspensions and other out of class time.

Pre-K News!
Within the Preschool Curriculum of Frog Street, students have been exploring
different modes of Transportation. Some activities include: sorting objects into
categories (air, ground, water), commenting on picture scenes, and pretend play.

Multilingual
Learners Updates:
ACCESS Testing finishes on 2/16/24. Thank you to a� who supported the
testing.

The spring parent / guardian ESL classes are fu�. We have five classes running
this spring!



Our firstHaitian Parent Forumwas a success! Our parent leaders, Vogely
Binjour and Horal Jeanty, led the event where we talked about parents’ rights
and responsibilities. Look out for future parent events!

Registration Update:
Kindergarten registration for the upcoming 2024-25 school year is now open
until March 15, 2024. To register your child, please read this webpage for
complete details: h�ps://www.randolph.k12.ma.us/domain/2595

https://www.randolph.k12.ma.us/domain/2595


DEIB Commi�ee Updates
We're excited to share that our inaugural stakeholder session for the strategic
planning of Randolph Public Schools was a success! We extend our heartfelt
gratitude to the parents/guardians, students, leaders, and staff who generously
contributed their time and insights. With two more sessions ahead (see dates
below), we're commi�ed to charting a course that aligns with Randolph Public
Schools' mission, vision, and goals. Thank you for being a part of this journey!

Stakeholder Session #2: (an email went out on February 12th for details)
Tuesday, February 27th from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 PM
Virtual via Zoom – link to be provided

Stakeholder Session #3:
Tuesday, April 2 from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Virtual via Zoom – link to be provided



Sincerely,
Alpha Sanford, M.Ed CAGS,
Director of Special Education and Student Services

* Tanpri souple kontakte lyezon pou fanmi ki pale Kreyòl Ayisyen yo nan 781-807-0081.

* Para ayuda en Español, por favor llame al 339-209-2539.

* Para auxílio em Português, por favor ligue para o número 339-204-5505.

* Nếu quý vị có câu hỏi nào khác, làm ơn liên hệ phiên dịch viên tiếng Việt, tại 339-216-2400.


